
Project Location: Tyson Alumni House Exterior

Submitted By: Jessy Lawrence, Senior Director of Advancement 
Communications, Tyson Alumni Center

Proposal: Help us make the Tyson Alumni Center a more welcoming place 
for Volunteers old and new! 

The Tyson Alumni Center is the home of UT’s Office of Alumni Affairs, Office 
of Annual Giving, and Office of Advancement Communications. The Tyson 
House is a beautiful structure and was named to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2012. It is a special treasure that is frequently enjoyed by 
alumni who visit, UT faculty and staff, as well as current students. 

The Tyson Alumni Center is a popular place for Volunteers of all ages to 
gather for meetings, events, reunions, tailgates, and more. In the fall of 
2018, the Office of Alumni Affairs hosted seven tailgates for UT donors, 
each averaging about 300 guests, before the Tennessee football games. In 
November, over 500 guests including alumni and their families, attending 
the Homecoming tailgate. Other events throughout the year include the 
Celebration of Generosity, Chancellor’s Associates receptions, various 
scholarship luncheons that give donors a chance to meet their student 
recipients, receptions hosted by the Chancellor and Provost, and UT 
press conferences. The Tyson Alumni Center also hosts several events 
for UT students including Philanthro-PARTY, Tasty Tuesdays, I Heart UT 
Week activities, and Welcome Wednesdays. On the first Wednesday of 
every month, the Tyson Alumni Center is open to all current students for 
free coffee and breakfast during Welcome Wednesdays. At our January 
Welcome Wednesday, we served over 455 students!

Like an historic home or building, 
the Tyson Alumni House as 
weathered over time and is 
currently in need of some 
restoration. The house currently 
needs a good power wash, there 
are many areas where paint is 
chipped, and the landscaping 
needs work. We hope you’ll 
consider the Tyson Alumni 
Center for the Volunteer First 
Impressions Contest to help 
spruce up the following areas:

• Deep cleaning the front 
porch, entrance, and side 
porch of the building

• Painting the front porch, entrance, and side porch of the building
• Landscaping out front and along the side porch
• Flower pots or plants at the entrance and on the side porch  

We know that these improvements will help enhance UT’s reputation 
among our alumni, donors, and students. Many of our visitors are coming 
back to campus for the first time in years and we want to make a good 
first impression! 


