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Proposal: The Biosystems Engineering and Soil Science Lab 
Building has two perfect locations for study areas, as you’ll see in 
the attached pictures, Large Area and Small Area. These are the 
proposed changes/updates needed for both areas in order to offer 
our students areas to thrive as they pursue their studies:

Large Area
1. Comfortable seating with small tables, similar to those in the 
Haslam College of Business building. As this is a public area where 
hallway/stairwell access is needed/used, large study carrels aren’t 
feasible, but having more comfortable chairs with access to a small 
table to put drinks, books, laptops, etc. on will provide flexibility for 
the student’s use. This will give students the option to read, rest, or 
work without impeding traffic moving from class to class.

2. Electrical outlets. Currently there are no outlets available for 
students to charge laptops/phones in the large area. There are a few 
down the hallway but not in useful locations. Having access to an 
electrical source will encourage more use of this space. New seating 
options could also have electric outlets or USB receptacles built in 
which would mean fewer wall/floor outlets would be needed.

3. New blinds. While natural light is great, it can be too much at 
times. Having roller blinds or just newer, more modern blinds will 
help students control the lighting.

4. Cleaner windows. Having the 
windows cleaned and cleared up 
will bring a better aesthetic to the 
area.

5. Wall paint. The current wall color 
running the length of the hallway 
is a burnt orange color. While we’re 
all supporters of the Vols and 
Big Orange, orange (no matter 
how burnt or how bright) can be 
too energetic and stimulating for 
studying. It can also, depending on 
the shade, reflect too much light 
and become irritating to the eye. 
Typically colors in the blue/purple 

family encourage calmness 
and can stimulate productivity. 
Utilizing the UT color palette 
(https://brand.utk.edu/colors/
palettes/#palette), a color 
similar to Globe, River, Regalia 
(too dark for the hallway?), 
Summitt, or Fountain may be a 
better option.

6. New lighting. Replacing 
the overhead lighting with 
something less harsh, such 
as wall-mounted lighting, will 
make the area more appealing.

Small Area
1. Turn into a group study area. The addition of a large (but not 
so large walkways/doorways are impeded) table and comfortable 
chairs will allow for a group study space for small groups of 
students.

2. Numbers 2 through 6 from Large Area improvements as well.

These improvements will provide students with places to get 
work done, relax, and prepare for their degree progression and 
completion.


